'0 wipe away his Sinne, a 
. fiom Deſpaire,as though! the 
been committed. * 
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So apply the Promiſes of God unts Soule 8 chatth L. 
never deſpaire, but make triteth ne by Faitlt - - 
4n Jeſus Chriſt, and hope thou inc Lord 
ebovab, for by Hope ye are 1 
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Much Honoured and truely Vertuous, 

= THE LADY Tl 

dA NNE SCOTT, 


Late the. Spouſeſſe of Sir E£ DW ARD SCOTT, of Scotts 
Hall, Knight and Baronet, the Mirrour of Piety.; 
S, S. wiſheth all the Proſperous Events of 
Health and Happynefles, externall;in- | 
teernall, and eternall, 


Matgam : 


2079) th HE Truth i moſt Divine, though croſſing bu- 
mane ſenſe, ſpoken by the Fa:her of truth z but 
1 will not heere land thowing aTrumpet (46 tt 
were ) either of your worthineſſe , or my owne © 
weakeneſje: As for your Vertues and Almes- 
deeds, they ſhall and will follow. you, when you 
ſhall be gathered toyour Fathers, Revel, 14.13, - 
And for my imbeciliity and weakneſſe , lei the 


Þorld laugh at it, IT care Not; ozely my aefire uw, that God may he eluri- ao 


fied. 7 have made eld to preſent a Hand:kerchefje for a Diſconſolate 

Souleyunder your name,aſſuring my ſelfe (according to your wonted Pie- 

ty) of your leUtng acceptance 5 my deſire to doe good , and that to the 
A 2 ">: m_ 
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= AMiore and meaneſt ſoule, fball in part (as I hope ) excuſe me in all + Fu 
UM Br are all Debters (with that bleſſed Saint Paul, Rom, 1. 14.) both tg 
WE the wiſe and unwiſe. And as it muſt andought be our wiſdome chiefely 
UN towinne and gaine ſoules Prov. 11,30. Soit behoounth all Gods child: 
By ren to-receFve from wu with meekene(ſe his Statutes aud Judgements, 
\ Fa Deut. 4.6, I have heard you are as patient as Job, and like to Moſes 
ll. milde , and altogether fall of Vertue : In a word, al:hough neither my 
perſon nor condition can any waies merrit at your Ladyſhips hands, yet 
the benigne afett you alwaies afjord to thoſe that labour 14 Gods Church 
hath thus far emboldnedme,in all bumility to crave that thu my endea-- 
our may paſſe in Publique under your Ladyſhips name 3. which favour 
being happily obtatned, che worke and thing it ſelfe may of all ſorts ex- 
peſt to be the ratherembraced : And ſo praying the Pather of mercy #0 
Hou you much joy , health, and happineſſes terreftriall, with a glorified. 
life celeſtial, reſteth,. 2 


Yours in all duty moſt bound, 
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Samuel Spinckes, . 
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A Hand-kerchefſe for a diſconſolate Soule, &c. 

WF -Ct ! What ſhall I doe? what ſhall I ſay? 
ANY Heerein obſerve the true Light of the 
& World, and he will direct thee, Joh.1.34. 

Even that Sonne of God, whomas yet the 

p\ \&/2/ /& Diſciples knew not, neither did they un- 

A  derſtand the myſteries of. Redemption, 

RF the which are wrought by Chrifts humi- 
liation and exaltation : by.the one (ſayrth 

Aquinas ) taking from us all evil], and by the other giving us 
all good : Oh why ſhould any then difpayre of their ſalvation? 
ſeeing Chriſt came not tor'the juſt , bur to call ſinners to re- 
pentance z; for it 1s he that died for our {innes, and roſe againe 
for our juſtification, Rom. 4, 25. Is it thus > Why then ſou'd - 
any deſpayre of everlaſting lite ? I dare ſay, it is abuſive much 
to thy Creator, to ſay that the joyes of the Kingdome of Hea- 
ven belong not unto thee: Whertore take heed of thus abuſins 
or miſ-uſing of Gods mercies, and Chriſts merits ; for Chrift 
was betrayed, mocked, ſpitted on, ſcourged, and put to death, 
and all for our finnes : Iay, truth ir ſelfe was betrayed, wiſe- 
dome itfelfe mocked, glory 1t ſelfe ſpirupon, innocency it ſelfe 

ſcourged, life it ſelfe kitled, and all tor us, and our ſinnes, that 

we might not deſpayre, What ſhould a man doe to keep him 
from defpayre? Conteſle his ſinnes unto God, and that not once: 
or only in generall, but often allo, and that in particular ; and 
be ſure. to make ſatisfa&tion and reftication to thoſe thou haſt 
wronged: for the Law of God under the penalty of his curſe, 
requirerh to ceſtore whatſoever was wrongtully gained, Levit. 
6,2, 3, KC - a3 . 


] FL oe not thou then waver 1 
ded man is unſtable inall his wayes, Jam. 1.8, For as the Pain- 
ter at the firſt, (ſayth Pontoz on Luk. ch.19,) drawes his pi- 
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n thy fayth, for a wavering min- 
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Aure with a Coal roughly , and afterward with an accurate 
Pencil and. Orient colours exactly, fo the Holy Ghoſt in the 
Prophees and Old Teſtament ſhadowed Chriſts paſſion ob- 
ſcurely, bur in the latrer and New Teitament, points and ſets it 
downe ( as it were) perſpicuouſly, The two Teſtaments are 
two pence, Luk, 10.35. bearing the ſame Kings Image , (ſfayth 
Theophyla#t on Luke 10.) though not in the lame ſtamp ; for all 
things being now finiſhed and fulfilied that are written by the 
Prophets, of the ſame man, yet our Saviours piture engraven 
in the Goſpel, is more tull and clear, then that which was im- 
printed in the Law : for now God hath thewed us the light of 


his countenance, Pal. 67. 1. Let us not therefore deſpayre for 


all the hub-bubs and garboiles, and warres, or diſcontents that 
are in the world, nay in this our Kingdome , bur put ſure rruſt 
4nd confidence in God, and wee ſhall ſec that the Lord in his 
zood time will bring a period to rhoſe diſtractions : Oh, I ſay, 
Jeſpayre not ! but ſearch the Scriptures, for they are the way 


unto Chriſt, and Chriſt 1s the way ro Heaven, Aliyſtodorenſes 


in his Golden Summe, ſayth, thar Fayth, Hope, and Charity, 
arca created Trinity, relemboling the three Divine perſons un- 
created, For the Son is begotten of the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt proceeds from both ; ſo ſtedtaſt hope 1s bred of fayth, 
and love doth iflue from them both. Whence obſerve, that 


Bellarmize Cites often out of his Works againſt S. Auguftzae,that 


the foundation of Gods houſe in our ſoules, is faith, the wa:ls 
hope, and the roofe charity. And the Propher in a viſion ſaw 
the tranſgreſſour againſt the tranſgreflour , and the deſtroyer. 


_ againſt the deſtroycr, $0 the Schoolemen oppole the Schoole- 


men, and their Champion Belarmine fights againſt Bellarmipe, 
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in the points of faith and hari re if faith be the foundation . ? a 
of all other vertues in a Chriſtian,as himſelte writes, in his firſt 
Booke of Romes Pontificals, and 10. chapter, then it is not as he 
diſputes in the firft Booke of his Juſtification, and 4. chapter ; 
thatis wrought by charity: but contrariwiſe, charity doth a- 
riſe from faith. It is then an idle dreame to ſuppole that cha- 
rity is incloſed in faith, as a Diamond is in a Ring ; for Chrift. 
is the precious Pcatle, faith Luther in Galla, 2.5, and Chriſt it 
is which gives life and luſtre to the Ring ; tor, the juſt live nor 
by love , bur by faith in the Lora Jetus, Habak. 2. 4. Ir is an 
improper ſpeech then (as ſome of our Divines obſerve, as Do- 
tor Fulke, in Gal, 5. 6, ) to ſay that faith worketh by love, as 
the body by the ſouie, the matter by the forme ; for the ſoule 
rather worketh by the body, than the body by the ſoule. The. 
matter is paſſive, the forme a&ive : whence know ye, that tri- 
bulations aad atiliftions are the patrimony of good men and 
g00d women : therefore never diſpaire ot mercy , tor .any 
Vexation or trouble,- nor have ſuch a thought in thee, as to 
think tiiac Gods racrcies are not for thee : I wiſh that all our 
Anabaptiſts and women-Preachers would have ſuch thoughts 
in them, chenIam pcr{waded it would make them more con- 
formavle to our Parliament, and to. the. truth of Gods holy 
word. 

Let no affliftions or troubles of this world (I ſay) daunt thee; 
for unto good men and women, afflictions and troubles in this 
life ſcrve to admoniſh them of their infirmitics , and the ver- 
tues of good people are made manifeſt unto the world by their 
troubles and crofles of this life ; wheretore, 1t thou beeſt al- 
moſtiin deſpaire, or beeſt caſt down upon thy bed of fiekneſſe, - 
&c, why then note, to thy comfort, as in a skirmiſh { as-God 
grant it may be otherwiſe with this Kingdome, wherein there 
are now too many) in the warres : that when the conflict is . 

ONCE .. 


Ys 4] 
once begun, thett the NO of the Captaine, Iſay then, 
and not before, is his valour. exerciſed and knowny ſo when 
God doth call his children:to.any.crofle or calamity , then be- 
gins thebatcell, then their bleſſed patience and meek content- 
ment 15 made known and manifeſt; I ſay, then, or never, know- 
ing that all goes by the hand of Gods providence , and holy 
Ordinance, m whom we live, move, and have our being, Acts 
17,28, And know that no Phyſitian (I write this as a Hand- 
kerchefte to wipe away all teares from the eyes of tuch as are 
mourners for {in) can be more caretull for tne healeh of the bo- 
dy, then God1s,, and will be( if we be conſtant and confiderit 
1ncalling upon him by prayer, for mercy and {favour in his Son, 
and our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Ciriſt ) for the health of theſoul, 
how bitter ſoever the potion and portion of our afflitions 
mayſeem tous z yet receiving it from him who means us ſo 
well, we ſhould not but receive it and them with paricnt ſuffe- 
Ting, yea whatſaever his mercifull hands ſhall reach or lay up-' 
pon us, ſaying with holy and juſt Job , though he kill me, yet 
w1ll I truſt in him, Job 13. 15, My ſon, ſaith the Wiſe man, 
when thou commett to the ſcrvice of God , then prepare thy 
ſoule for temptations, and fears, and troubles, and ſhrink not 
away when thou art tryed; tor, whom the Lord loveth, him 
hechaſteneth : as gold and {ilver are tried inthe fire, ſo, I ſay, 
arc our faith and patience tricd in the furnace and fire of aftli- 
| tions: Sickneſles, and aMictions are a means to purge out the 
droſle of naturall corruption, which by reaſon of our ſins, re- 
maines within us. 

Afﬀiictions being ſanRificd (ſaith Gregory) will bringus to a 
true light of our ſinnes,and ſo to a hearty forrow for the ſame, 
and Attli&ion will teach Humility, even in the beft of Gods 
Children, as Job, David, Pal; and a man that ſhoutdbut read 
Fobes Booke, Davids Plalmes, and Saint Pauls Epiſtles, he could 

Was nor 
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not bat wonder to thinke-that,ever | 1eY LlNOUA NA | 
atany time, &c; If we put into;the Ballance the afllictions 
this life, they will be found of no.weigkt, nor in any wiſe able: 
to counterpoize the greatneſle.of the reward ;. for ( asI ſayd 
before) tribulation is but a paſhon , and rheretoreſmall is the 
force thereof, but glory is an ation, and therefore powerfull, 
and-encreaſeth eyery moment, This life paſleth away ſwiftly, 
and ſoone vaniſheth, therefore deſpaire not, but ſtrive to make 
thy ele&ion ſure, which may be done it thou cant but believe, 
and ſo labour and endeavour for the glory to come, Efay 64. 4. 
which hath no-end, andis full of ſweet comfort and happineſſ?, 
more then heartcan think, 1 Cor. 2. 9. and endureth for ever 
andever. Oh therefore, good Chriſtian ſoule, perſeyere con- 
ſtantly in a pure faith in Ctriſt, and therin labour to finiſh your 
conrle, for great. is-your reward, which God hath promiſed, 
and.Chriſt hath purchaſed , if thou canſt but believe in him, * 
And mark this alſo for thy future and erernall comfort , that 
the life ofa Chriſtian cannot be withour ſin, nor temptarions';. 
for, I dare ſay, our profit and encreaſe in goilinefle, is throuzh : 


they ſhould have any mirth . 3 


l 


i 
l 
6 py *y 


lons.of' * 3 


: 


_- 


temptations; (as St, eAuguF:ne laith) and his reaton there tol-' 
loweth; for neither doth a man well know hiraſclte, except he 
be tempted , . neither can he be crowned except he overcome, 
neither can he overcome except he fight , neichcr can he fight 
except he have enemies and temptations , ro encounter with, 
ments 1n tempting,” troubling , and atliting of his chilcren ; 
for ſometimes he uſeth che Devill, as he did with Job:;:fome= _. 
times wicked men he uſerh as a meanes, as the. ta!ſc witneſſes, 
againſt our Saviour-;-a8d ſomctimes. he. ulcth other'creatutes:* 
but yet in all theſe ' there is a. dquble comfort tg Code Hae: 
trſt, chargreat'and many are the. troubles of the righteous: 
i delle 


 andthen ſecondly, for heir full. comfort, the Lord wil 
= Sia 3 Be deals = 4 'B E 6 ' WT l..' » inp 36 
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I” them out of all, Pal. 34 19. Sc opher doth not ſay he hath; 
| nor. intheprefent, doth, but inthe future, ſhall. Againe, if. 
ye obſerve the ends of afli&1ons, therein alſo know, that ſome- 
times we.are aftlicted, thatwe.may be humbled, and the pride . 
of our hearts abated;ſometimes to the end that we may not fix. 
our love upon.this world ; fomerimes they are ſent to make us. 
more.zealous in good workes ; atid ſometimes they are ſent. 
for thisend , that pertaking with Chriſt in his ſuftcrings, we 
may alſo beglorified with him : and herein remember how 
the Lord tryed Abraham inoffcring up hisSon-, how he tryed 
Ifaar, Jacob, and all the Patriarchs with many and hard pere- 
gfinations, and think alſo how he tryed all the holy and godly 
Martyrs with {courges and torments, with fire and faggor, and 
thereby thinke , imagine and know, that the ſcourge of tribu-. 
lation, ſurrech up the drowſie,  humblerh the prond, purgerh. 


the penitent , and crowneth the innocent, - Againe, know and 


underſtand, thar the Lord aMi&eth his children for theſe ends, 


that our faith thereby in the firſt place may. be mote-pure, ho- 
ly and perfe& , even as gold our of the furnace ; Secondly, 
that we might the better know our ſelves,- and our own. frat. 

. neſſe. and weaknefſe : Thirdly, in reſpe& of others, that lo we. 
might be examples of patience and conſtancy unto them, Thus. 
Chriſt proved the faith of Peter on the Sea, and at his Paſſion, | 
and agnne ater his Reſaurreftion, And the Apoſtle Pasl wit- 


neſſerh; that through his perſecutions-and bonds (1 ſay thar 
thereby) many of the brethren were imboldned, and did more 

frankly ſpeake the truth, Philip, 1, 14. even thorow my bonds, 
ſaith he ; and hence proceeded thoſe confident ſpeeches of the . 
Chriſtians, and holy ar yrs, tO rheit tyrants and perſecurors, | 
ſaying, torment us, rack us, condemne ys, breake us in pieces z | 
et for all.this your malice, and iniquity , it's nothing ro our 
ure, buit for out joy aud conpfort , 1t 35 Aothing but ho 
yy CR 292 wy NL - Þ 
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pf ove imioceney ;- wherfore feeng it 15s-thus, Oh! therefos 
never” deſþaire'of Got mercy, but with the Apoſtle James, 
count it exceeding joy when ve fall into divers temptations, 
\ knowing that the trying of your faith bxingeth forth patience, 
* &c,” Comfort (Oh comfort! ). your felves in, and with theſe 
words: And know, that through many tribulations ye muſk 
enter into the Kingdome of God, Ads, 14. 22, 


canft ſee it; yea, thou art ſaved, if thou wilt perceive it; but 
which otall theſe are from thy ſelfe> I dare ſay not any of 
them ; for thou couldſt not create thy (ſelfe , when thou waſk 
not; thou couldft not juſtifie thy ſelke , when thou waſt a ſin- 
ner, and worſe then thou hadſt not beene ; thou couldfi not 
raiſethy ſelfe, whenthou wafſt dead, becauſe then thy ſtrength 
-was, as if thou hadſi never been, When then is a mans frec 
| will in the ſtate of nature > ſecing the Roman Church boaſts 
much of their free-will , where 1s our merit at the hand of 
God > Thoſe that are wiſe do conſider a three-fold operation, 
not ofiree-will to merit, (as the Roman Church teacherh) but 
of divine grace, and all theſe in man, but from God, The firſt 
is our Creation, the ſecond a Retormarton, the thirdoar-Con- 
firmation and perfe&tion to glory; and God I ay is-the Aus» 
thour of all theſe; for allour being , and well-being 1s from 
God the Father, in, and by Chriſt, and by the Blefled Spiric.z 
and therefore to us humility, but to God onely belongs-the 
lory. | 
' Ol. But hereſome may reply, and ſay, ſurely I have here- 
tofore felt (as I thought) rhe beginnings of Grace,and a new re- 
formed life and converſation, by which 1 was perſwaded, that 
I was formed wholy to Chriſt my Redeemer: thais I was once 
perfwaded, yet now I find that lam fubjc& ro manifold temp- 
rations, and fomerimes overcome to fall into pricvons Brjics, 
| _ B2 which 
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Oh-man! thou art created, thou art healed, if by faith thou 
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. falvation, as I defire.z and therefore I feare, that the faith that 


Ence to ti.eſe douvtngs 2 Shall I rell thee who-it is> Why then 
* know, it may be either God, or Sattan; Farft, I ſay, it-may be 


PLE 500 1518 
which wound my conſcience ; yea, I ſee adecay of grace in 
my ſelfe, I find a weakneſle of faith ;. and a kind of deadneſle 
in my ſoul, ſo that I'delight not in the Law of Gad, as I fhoyld, 
nor. do I feele that aſſurance ofthe favonr of God , 'and of.my 


T had was but faigned, and my holineſſe but. in ſhew, and ther- 
fore now I doubt that my. eſtate and condition is fearetull, wa- 
full, and miſerable, | OY 
Reon, This 18a very large Objection, and hath many parts, 
but. I will az{were thein all with what brevity I' m2y, and firſt, 
for the Conciution 5 whortold thee that thou wait. in Gods ta- 


your ?- 1: maybe thou.wilercply, it was, andis, thine owne 


conſcience, ſeeing; thy decay in faith, in holineſle, and the bur- 
ten of thy finnes too heavy tor thee to beare., and therefore 
this pronzouncerh the.curle againſt thee, becauſe chow haſt nor 
continued 1n all things thar are written in Gods Law to doe 
them, Levit.27. 26, and becauſc thou haſt. not that meaſure of 
grace which ſhould bein a Chriftian, in ſuch an one as is-in 
Gods favour ; our who 1s this that, thus. perſwades thy conſe 


it is God, which it ir be ſo, then know certaincly, 1c is for. thy 
r00d, andthar God for a time leaves thee co thy ſelfe, and ſo Þ 
ſuffers thaſe doubrings tobe in thee; it may be ir is for ſome ſe- 
cret finne, for which , as. yer thou art rot fully and abſolutely 
humbled, nor haft nor truely as yet repentcd thee thereof, and 
in ſuch a caſe then God doth it to worke humiliation. in thee, 
that ſo thou. mayſt- be ſaved ; or it may beitis ro-keepe thee. 
from ſecurity, and to makethee ſo much the more to abhorre 
and feare inme, or to prevenc ſpirituall pride in thee, to trie. 
thy faich, patience, conſtancy , and true truſt in his promiſes; 
or clſc 1x 45to movethee ip eſtecme hetter of Gods lervige, and 
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of all ſpirituall graces neeredf2. or 1t may be it is to teach 3 
thee to flie by carneſt prayer unto Chriſt thy Saviour, and to *® 
mplore mercy at his hands, with the renewing of his ſpiritu- ' 
all grace in thee, becauſe in-Chrift God 1s well pleaſed, and in 
him thou mayſt have, and finde mercy, yea even in the depth, 
of all thy miſery; but I ſay, If it be God that brings all theſe 
doubtings into thy mind, then I dare ſay that it is a ſure argy-, 
ment t9 confirme thy faith, and aſccrtaine thee that, thou are 
Gods child, and that ſo his mercy ſhall imbrace thee on:every. 
fide ; -and thus it is, 1 fay thar God temprteth, andiit is thenfor 
thy good,1t God do thus tempt thee. ROE | 

But not ſo with Sathan,, for if Sathan tempt:and perſwade. 
thee ro'theſe-doubtings , rhen he dorh it to worke deſpaire in. 
thy ſoule, and.ſo t procure thy utter ruine and deſtruction; and 
therefore-believe him not, bur reſiſt his temptations ar the very 
firſt, as the Apoſtle adviſeth 2:Pet, 5. 9. and ſoprevent all oc- 
eaſions'z for, according to the Proverb, Gre the Dewill an Inch, 
and he will take an Ell; and take heed of ſolitarincfle, and of be- 
ing too much alone, but uſe company ; if thou beett naturally 
given tomellancholly, then Ifay, uſe merry company, for thy 
recreation , but: take heed of being alone , leſt Sathan may 
deale with thee as he did with Eve, when ſhe was alone, for. 
then'it was that he tempted her, Gen. 3. 2, 3. 

Therefore I lay, be circumſpe, and give no credir to Sathan 
when he ſhall pcrſwade thee to any evill motion or ation, for 
he is a Liar, John 8. 48. and he 1s thy enemy, yea, thy accu- 
ſing enemy, and one that ſeeketh to devoure thee, 1. Per. 5, 8, 
and why ſhouldſt thou believe a liar, or any way credit thine 
adverſary , rather than the ſweete promiſes of the Father of } 
mercy? how full the holy Scriptures are of the \wcet promiſes | 
of mercy}! let a man ſearch and he ſhall finde, as in Ezek. 18, 
27. he that doth righteauſneſſe, not he gbac faith, but he that 
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' HENS F 8th, ſhall ſave his ſoulealive : andcomeuntome all ye thar 


thus ſhalt thou find comfort in the latter end : - ani] thus-thou 


'ven, 'and not to deſpayre. Againe, peradventure thou wilt 


IN];  thcſ% finoes of Acheitine, Laidaliny, and che like, orelie from 
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are weary, WC. Mar. 11.28, and for this, read Job 3, I4, I5, 
with others : And therefore hold this for 2 ground 'J although 
thon mayſt be ſubje@ to doubtings, yet by, and with Gods af 
fiſtance, with holy Job, thow-wilt never delpaire, bur pray car- 
neſtly and without cealing for the gift of perſevering : 'And 


mayft perceive then how thou mayſt obtaine the joyes of Hea- 
ſay, I know there is much joy and happinefle in Heaven pro- 
vided for the ele&, but what's that to me? For-I ſball haveno 
ſhare thereof, I know it, by reaſon I am ſo ſubje& ro ſo many 
temptations, and entiſed often to grievous ſinnes , ſometinges 
with the Atheiſt, to thinke that there 1s no God, as alfo to de- 
ny the providence and power of God , harping thar all —_ 
happen by fortune and chance ; ſometimes againe Iam ready 
ro deny Chriſt, the ſecond Perſon in the Holy and Sacred Tri- 
nity , and ſometimes I-ara ready to lay violent hands upon my 
ſelte, and thus to ſinne ſomecimes againſt the firſt Table, and 
ſometimes againſt thc ſecond: Yea, andalthough I pray to be 
free there fron, yer I canuort 3 w-il, Iſhall rell thee the reaſon 
of this, Sarthan is chy utter enemy, and for that cauſe, both he 
and the world, and the fleſh, will nor leave affauiting thee, 
and therefore it is that thou doutcſt, and thinkeſt withall, 
that thou oughtelt not to apply the tavour and mercy of God 
unto thy ſelfe. Unto theſe Iiullyarf cr: That theſe tempta- 
tion and corruptions may ſometimes be tound even in the beſk 
of Gods children, (yea,in thoſe upon whum God hath beſtow- 
ed an excellent meaſure of grace ) the which either ariſerh 
from the corruptions of their owne natures, from which they 
arc not fully purged , and in which thcre are the ſeeds of al - 


> 
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che W—_ of Sathan , trom which they neyther are nox 5 
can be free, ſo long as they live in this vale of miſery. Paul the + 
Apoſtle was often buffetted with : Sathans temptations. Peter - 


had a ſhrewd fall, when hee denied his Maſter : Noah, Lo!, 
and faythfull Abrabam, they had their refurreQions from inns, 
asI may ſay,and David,(though a man according to Gods own 
heart, As 13,22,) yet he was conſtrained to pray, as Pla.51.10, 
for ro have a new heart created in him, &c, And how terri- 
ble were Jobs temptations ,: as we may read, Job 6, 4. if theſe - 
men were not free, then how canſt thou looke to be prigled- 
ged ? . But to ſatisfic thee further herein , know that thou art 
yet a member of the Church militant , and folong as thou arc 
ſo, thou art, and ſhalt be ſubject ro theſe fightings and war- 
rings againſt the temptations of Sathan continually , nor cant. 
thou be free from thele , till thou bea member of the Church 
triumphane , which ſhall be in the world ro come ; for, firlt, 
our Yegeneration is not fully perfe&ed in this life, and therfore 
the ſeeds of fin and corruption remaining , there is a feare and 
doubting even in Gods deareſt children, yea, and fometimes a 
kind a baice roo; Oh! bur in this know for thy comforrt,- 
that Chriſt (thine and our {weet Saviour) hath felt rhe terrors 
of Gods wrath and abſence, that ſo his faichfull ones might bee 
delivered from it; yet know this alſo, that there will bee a 
combare in thee, (it thou beeſt Gods) even betweene the fleſh 
and the ſpirit, Againe, Sathan is a perpetuall enemy, and hee 
will never leave off to ſeek thy deſtruction : howlſoever, thou 
maylſt ger the victory, and be at peace for a time, (when upon 
true repentance thou art reconciled unto God ) yet thy ene- 
mics will adyenture againe , and thou ſhalt bee ſure efmany 
battels and skirmiſhes with them, before thon canſt paſle tho- 
row the wilderneſle of this world , to the Canaan.of Heaven, 
Dus yor rake vile mains for ay cnrpiten, abr rempenciony gap 2 
pe : Jurg 
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fare, ſignes, that they that are $i bled Thd poſſeſled therewith 
are the deare childrenof God. ©. © Ee cor 
And temprta«tons are profitable for a Chriſtian ,'and there 
fore Saint James ſaith, my deare brethren,. count it exceeding 
Joy when ye fall into divers temptations, knowing that,-8&c. Ja, 
I, 2, 3. &c, nay, our Saviour himſelte was tempted, and that 
to grievous fins too, as ye may ſee, Mat. 4. as to Idolatry , di- 
ſtruſt of Gods providence, and to doubt whether he were the 
Sonne of God or not ; nay, hee was alſo tempted to pride and 
vain-glory, yea to lay violent hands upon himſelfe, and ſo to be 
the cauſe of his owne death ; and when the Devill left him, 
ſaith the text, Luk. 4. 13. it was but for a ſcaſon. : St;Paul was 
an excellent Chriſtian, and the deare child of God, and yet he 
could notbe free from aſſaults, Rom. 7. 23. tor he had the feeds 
of fin in him, and he had a Law in his members, rebelling-a- 
7ainft the Law of l1s minde , andoften leading him: into the 
aw of ſin; for hee had inwar4 enemics, and hee was rot#free 
from outward; for he had the meſſenger of Sathan ſent tobuf- 
fer him 2 Cor. 14. 7, 8. that is, Sathan till aſſaulted him with 
one temptation or othcr co move him forward and to provoke 
him to finne, And Sr. Pau! prayed thrice; chat 1s,.aften and 
ear:eſtly, to be freed thereirom, and thac he might have no 
more of theſe alaulrs and croubles, and yet hee could not bee 
free; and why Jid not Goa give and grant his aefire andre- 
queſt ? if he would have givenchis treedome to any,  thenwiny 
not to Saint Paul? I anfwer, the ſtate of the Apoſtle required 
it (being a memver of che Church mutitant) thar he ſhoula not 
be free; leaſt he miv yr grow ſecure, leave off fighting, and ſo 
ceaſe to be a-:Souidicr,; waich we muſt nor do in: this 'Ute , for 
we'then breake' our vowes and oarhs made'/by our. Surcties or 
-Parents in our Baptiims : wherfore we muſt, Iſay, fight man 
fully under Chrilts Croſſe and Banner agalutt the three deadly 
Pg egcmie 
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enemies of the ſoule; the world he Devil!, and the fleſh, and- _ © 
be faithfull unto death,and then thou ſhalt have a crown of life, 
Revel. 2.10, . | | 

It is the property of the Devill (ſaith Saint Bernard) to ſug- 
eſt evill motions, bur it 1s our parts and duties not to copfent 
ato them ; for, as often as we reſiſt , ſo often we overcome 
the Devill, and we thereby doe honour our God, who vifiteth 
us , that we ſhould fight , who helpeth us chat we may over- 
come, and who andy, pee us that we faint not in our com- 
bate ; to be tempted by Sathan, 1s Sathans ſinne, not thine,bur 
to yield and conlent to his temptations , 1s finne in thee : And 
know this, that ſecing our Saviour(as I ſhewcd you a little be- 
fore) was ſo tempted to ſuch grievous temptations , therefore ; 
let none thinke to be free ; bur olemp. ob thy ſelfe with this, 
that God (who isthy loving Father in Chriſt) hath the Devil 
inchaipes; and as he ſtayerh the waves of the Sea at his plea- © 
ſure, Job 38. 8, So he holdeth Sathan (as it were) with bit and 
bridle,that he can tempt thee no-otherwiſe,nor any longer,then 
God ſees for thy good, as is evident by the example of. Job, 
Job r. 12, And if the children of God betempted and over- 
come by any aſſeult, yet upon true repentance and comming 
unto Chriſt, we have an Advocate.with the Father, even Je- 
| ſus Chriſt the righteous, and he is the propitiation for our ſins, 

1, John 2, 1, and inthe firft Epiſtle John 1.8. 9. If weſay that 
we have no finne, we decetve our ſelves, and the'truth is not in 
us ;- bur if we acknowledge our finnes , then he is fathfull 
{ according to his promilſe ) to forgive us our ſinnes , andtp 
cleanſe us Nh all unrightcouſneſſe, 

We muſt not therefore conclude and ſay, that becauſe we 

are ſuSj<& to temptations, and becaule the {wordis ſorpredo- 

minant in our Kingdome, or becauſe the ſeeds of finnes are ſtil 

i1 us , and the corruptions of our natures are not fally purged, 
yp "7 - nn 
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that 


© faith ar hilt was ſoftrong,, 
"1 0/1tm-0n the- waters 
without doubtings, but when 5: {wv the waves comming: a- 
gatnſt him, then he preſentrvdou' tr! , 21d eareth drowning, | 
aid begirsto finke , 014 ftiiding i ini femable tofauc buas 
{elite » he flyeth to Chriit;, ana pra* err carntfily unto bh inmtor! 
Fe'pcs iaying, Maſks, fayeme , ; ptrrifh; And they Chrift: 
ghkcth nim lushand , atilbringing 1: 4ato the Ship, faverh 
him from {Jrowning: Andinliks rmancritis'witha Chriſti- 
an;.tor,.at nit; when Chriſt cajiol aim eo fatrh and-repen 
taiXe, being perlwaded by the 5pir;- 10 telieve, then he comes 
| bolaiy unto Chriſt, Levy mw ed wt the excelicncy of Chriſts: 
merrits, ard the tree promeſes of erate arc mercy ir im; but: 
whe) oice he comes to-{tc his 0/444 unthankfuliadſe, aud the: 
:” £ weakencſſc 
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:weakenefſe pf his faichandobgdignce ,.and the unbclicfe n14 


wants of ſan&ification.in him; then (:the wives of Sathans 
- temptations and corruptions of his own nacure aſſaulting him 
feares and doubtings ſeize upon him z. and he 1s ready to finke 
downe into the ſea of diſpaire for wang of faith. I fay,if rhis 
be thy-cſtate and thy caſe, as, peracventure it may ? Vhat then 
muſt thou doe hc<rcin 2 Onely this, confefſe and acknowledge 
thine owne weakenefle and intufficiency, and.with Peter (be- 
ing ready. to tivke > fie unto Cariſt ,, and pray unto him for 
comfort, who 15 the aurhour and fountayn? of liteand peace 
for if any be atziicted, ict him pray, ſayth Saint James, 5. 13. 
And my houſe ſhall be called the houſe of praycr, faith our 
bleſſed. Saviour, ,-Mar, 21. 12.: But where is Gods houſe once 
called the houſe of preaching 2 neither yet in all Gods word, I 
- am ſure, from the beginning of 'Genefis ro the end of the Reyes 
:Jations ,; we age not read of one quarter of the - Miracles and 
Wonders that have been done by preaching, as have been by 
prayer; and the. Apoltle willeth us to prove and to examine 
.-0ar owne ſelves,not any, man another, but himſelte, 2./Cor,13. 
5. -And was or 1s that by pteaching, and notrather by pritycr2> 
andpray.continually , i. Thel. 5. 17. And I dare ſay , thatin 
any douvtingy, troubles; and.atHlictions whatſoeyer that'thou 
»mayeſt be in prayer maybe the meanes to beget fatthyin thee 
; to believe,and thou thereby.mayct be ſaved and recovered,g@c, 
But againe, i& thou at any tame doubteſt, becauſe of thy imper- 
 fections .in.:any of thy aſſaults, and becauſe thou art not fully 
(as thou mayeſt imagine ) regenerated ; . Kaow then, asT ſaid 
[þefore,-that Chriſt is thy perfc&tion, and that God ſobehold- 
eth thee in him. 1:as that rhou.canſt, notrotaliy fall ; For if we 
lopke upon oug elves ,, why.,then when we, have done all ar 4 
we can, yet alaſle.! wee muſt needesbe conſtrayned to ſay, thar i 
- wearebutunprofitable ſexyants;, Lyke 17: 10, And for pegce | 
n 2 "> "= 


 *Zcon!d finde whereon to reſt the {oic of ber foor, Gen, 8, 9, So 
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" Inourſclves, we cannot finde any, So that as Noahs Dove was 
 conſtrayned to flie backe againe into the Arke, before ſhee 


"are we conſtrayncd to flic to Chriſt, b<fore we can finde reſt to 
© our ſoulcs, As the Ifraclites betig ſtung with the fiery Ser- 
pents, preſcntly looking upon the brazen Serpent, were healed 
and curcd, Num. 21. 9. So whenfocycr thou art wounded by 
finne, or moved to doubrings, by thine owne weaknefle, or- $a- 
thans temptarions,. then fie preſently to-Chriſt, and behold 
him by, the cyc of fayth, how he was crucified , how hee ſhed 
his meſt precious bloud, how he died and roſe againe, how he 
fits ar che rignt hand of his andour Father, and makes inter- 
ccſior, and a!l for the purchaſe of thy peace, and-tor- the. jo 

and comfort of as many as thus beleeve of him : Oh now ! wit 

this pcrſwafion, I ſay, poſſeſle thy ſoule in patience and hope, 
that thou ſhalt one day enjoy that inheritance of the Saints, 
where is freedome from all theſc feares and doubtings, which 
Chriſt hath bought and purchaſed for thee, - O-deſpayre not 
then ! for Chrift, I ſay, hath purchaſed and bought cternall 
life, and evenuning joyra-roe thee and not by or with thy mec- 
Tits, but by and with the price of his owne moſt pretious bloud, 
this hope will not make aſhamed, Rom. 5, 5. Yea, by and with 
this hope, thou art and ſhalt bee ſaved, Rom. 8, 24, Doe nor 
_ therefore conclude andſay,that the joyes of heaven-belong not 
eo thee; this is to abuſe thatſweet and loving mercy-of- God ; 
for, as you have heard but even a little before, from rhe holy A- 
poftle St. Pawl, wee are ſaved by hope ,. oh then thinke novthy 
{elfe ro be our ofthe favour of-God, or that the joyes or-happt- 
neſſes of Gods holy Kingdome, belongs not or appertaines not 
to thee, becauſe thou art nor yet free from finne , and Sathans - 
temptations, but comfort thy {elf in hope, thatas Chriſts prai- 

ex. for Peter was heard, that- (though hes fayled infayth,,. and 


that. 


oe Rs: = Go 


20, and therefore ,. Job 19. 2. as Jobinthemidſtof his miſery, 
did comfort himſclfe with this meditation, that his Redeemer 


lived;- So doe thou comfort thy ſclte in Chriſt, that one drop 


of his blood is of cfficacy, vertuc, and power, to procure par- 
don for alt thy finnes, yea, and though all the ſinnes of all the 
whole world were thine. And cherciore wailte with paticnce, 
and be content with Gods anſwcr to Saint Pawl, 2, Cor. 12. 9, 


My grace is ſufficient for thee,and my {trength and power ſhall 


be made manifeſt in thy weakeneſfle :- and know, that it is not 


that God freely accepts us.. - 

Andrhis-is the very promiſe of God to thoſe. who are once 
his,on whom he hath ance beſtowed thoſe graces of the knows- 
tedge of Chritt, of tayth, of repentance, of regeneration, and 
newnefle of life, (which thou canſt nor deny , I thinke, but.at 


ſometime to have beene in ſome-meaſure inthee) though hee 


ſuffers thee to fall into divers great and grievous temprations, 


(yea, temptations.of a very high nature ) yet hee will lay no. 
more upon thee {or them) then he will make thee and them a- - ; 


ble to beare, 7, Cor. 10. 23. And though he ſuffer to be over- 


- come for a time, yet will he.make a way to eſcape, and will . 


ive grace of fayth and repentance, by which they may bee re- 

a2 = and re-aſſlured of: the love S +: CY 
Doubt not then to apply the protniſes of G 

to thy ſelfe , upon repentance and conunin 


C3 


ſinne agaipſt the holy. Ghoſt, thou 


| 17] ""M 
that for a time ; yet ) he conld norfaile and fall totally and 6- | 
nally, and ſo alſo, I dare ſay, it is hard for thee; for , Chriſt © ? 
hath prayed for- thee as carneſtly and as cffeftually as he did 
for him, yea, and for all that ſhall but beheve in him, John 17. 


for thy merits, bur for the merits and worthinefle of Chriſt, 


-heavenly Father. i 
od in particular un-'. - 
unto Chriſt, be- : 

cauſe there is no kinde of ſfinne, which thou canſt commit, | } 
but the mercies of God in Chriſtare farre greater. For thar | | 


cankt not. commit, which'is © Þ 
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** | not any tranſereſfion of the Morrall Law, eytherig generall or” 
'1Nn particular, ey ther of IEnOrance, or of. infir mirty, Or a-{in COm- 
mitred wilfully, .or preſumprtuouſly, and againſt a mans owne 
conſcience, (though theſe be grievous finnes; ) bur it 15 an uni- 
:verſall and-finall-Apoſtacic or falling away from Chriſt ;I ſay, 
'It is a voluntary renouncing of the knowledge or know: truth 
of the Goſpel, ahd a rebellious proceeding irom the. hatred of 
It, being joyned-with a tyrannicall, ſophitticall, and hypocriti- 
call oppugnation of the ſame ; when a man that hath-beene ea 
lightned with a truc knowledge of Chriſt, aad 1s convinced in 
* his conſcience:of the truth of it; by rhe viciled Spirit, and haths 
*rafted of rhe good word of God, Heb. 6. 5. and of che powers 
of the world: ro come; (but it is onlya taite, for they. that doe 
feede of theſe graces {piritually, and doe digeſt them, and are 
nouriſhed. by .them to newnefle of lite ; I darelay , God will 
-nevcr fuffer them to fall into this finne ). when ſuch an one, I 
ay, ſhallafterwards univerſally, and with a iull conſent , "fall 


"from the truth, deny Chriſt, perſecute him. (aad ough ut be 


bur in hismembers ) - with reproackes,: deſpilings,, and. taunts, 
and'fo difdaine thefſacrifice'of his death and pathon, a;d.con- 
tinuing thus without repentance unto the end, this 15 tne finge 
 againft the'Holy Ghoſt, / Thus did: Julzan , and ocher Apoſtars 
ſinne ; and of thefeare that of the Apoſtle to beunderitood 1n 
Heb. 6. 6. 7. 8;'&e. But to thy comfort -whoſoevertthou art, 
"that att rroubled with doubrings, and ſo feares that heaven and 
the joyes thereof belong notunto thee : This finne, I ſay, thqu 
canftnor fallinto (being firlt ingratted-into Chriltt by fayth $ ) 
and for all other firlnes þe:theymnever ſo grievous, yet remiſſion 

_ 1 protniſed; npon fayth and repentance ,; and-rhartrecly, not 
for the merit of thy-faith or repentance, bur for the iove.and 

- "mecatSorCirif., - Be 162] 4 I 0 0 

|| | Why:cheffhbulgſtzhov-not-apply abe! genera} proniſcs;of 


grace 
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grace nnts. thyſelf in Oy”. Come unto me (ſayth our RX 
piſſed $ 2v10uK, Matt, TI 28. all that are wear yan d lie ay V Ha: 1 
den, and I will rctreſh'vou, ..This. promiſe is general]; Bur this 
thy owne confeience.will cell thee, thar:thou art weary and la- 
den heavily with the burchen of thy {1nnes, and rthexctors thou - 
mayclt weil conclude; that comming nato Chriſt, the'prom i{e* 
of mercy belongs to -thee :  Whoatocver ſhall believe and be. 
baptized, ſhall be ſaved,Mar.16;16, this is a generall promiſe. 
al{o.. But thy owne conlciencewill tell tnee, that thou art Ba- - 
ptized, .and that without our new fanglcd re-baptizings, and 


tharthou belecyeſt(though it may. be that thy faith is but weak. 
but like a graine of muſtard ſeed, that is very ſmall, Matth, 7. 
20.) yet if thou ca:it bur fay with the manin the Goſpel, T be- 
lecve,. Lord hclpe viy unbelecte, Mar. 9. 24, 1t thou canſt bur: 
touch the.-hemme of Chrifts garment with the finger of fayth, 
(if thy hand of fayth,by which thou maylt lay faſt hoof hinr 
be wa neng) yet by this touch of Chriſt, even bur with the fin- 
ger of fayth, the vertue of Chriſt may flow toorth ſufficiently 
ro.Rop the bloudy iflue of thy finnes, and to cure the maladies. 
of thy {oule, and with this thon maytt truely apply the prom; _ 
ſ-s 6f:grace unto thy ſoule, Well then! as you have ſcen,fitiee; 
thowartand muſt be a Soldier whileſt thou livelt in the Gamp, . 
or Ficid of the Church; faint not at the fight of thigie enemigs;; 
though they bemany and.terrible., but comfort thy (elfe with, 
this; chat (as Eb ſayd to his ſervant in the 2,Kin.s, 16.)there 
axe more with thee then with them, yea, and though rhou bee 
weak, yer the ſtronger part is an thy fide ; for thou-haſt God 
ty friend, ro:ſend thee more ayd.of grace, (it at anytime thou, 
art-decayd.inthy ſtrength) thou haſt Chriſta Conqueror, thy 
C2ptaing, under whoſe Banner thou doeſt fight , thy friend ; . 
aug thou. haſt the i>lefled. Spirit ro encourage ſee 3 and though 
he may lcave offt0,ſhew-his. favourable preſence. tor..a, time, \. j 
a, yet « 


ard warineſſe muſt be taken, ro what Miniſter a 
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yet wil he not bee long abſent from thee. Thongh for a-mo-: 
ment he hide his face , yet with everlaſting kindnefle will he: 
| have compaſſion on thee, Eſay 54. 7. $. In a word, thou haſt, 


being in Chriſt, Myriads of Angels to accompany thee, and the 


prayers of the Sainrs, of the whole Church ; yea, I ſay, and of 


Chriſt himſelfe, at the right hand of his and our Father ; like 


the ſhouring of the Iſraclites, to make the walles of Jericha,the 


ftrength of their enemies to fayle, Joſ. 6.20. And therfore taile 
not, but there goe on, I adviſe thee, with fayth and conſtancy 
toendure the combat; and faixt not, though thou haſt many 
loſſes of grace, many wounds by finnes, and by thy ſpiricuall 
enemies, tor Chriſt being thy Captaine, thou ſhalr ccrtainely 
prove a Conqueror in the end, 

But acwithiniding all this, thou findeſt that thou art una- 
ble to apply the-promuſes of mercy and free Une unto chy (elf, 
or to doe it ſo weakely , thar feare is not altogether remoyed 


out of the heart : Then as inthe ſickneſſe of thy body, thou 


art ready to ſceke and toſend to the Phyfitian for health of 


health and cure, ſo muſt thou doe : I ſay, in the ficknefle of thy 
ſoule, then thou muſt flie and ſceke to Gods Miniſter ; for 
the Prieſts lips ought to preſerve knowledge , and they muſt 
fecke the Law as bis mouth , ſaith the Lord by his Prophet, 


Mal. 2. 7, To him then thou muſt open the wounds of thy 


ſoule, and all the cauſes and occaſions of thy teare; whether 
they be thy ſinnes (if any trouble thy conſcience) or thy temp- 
cations to finrts, thy weakeneſſes of faith and holineſle, or the 
like ; ſothat hee upon view and fight of thy eſtate, and argu- 


ments ofthy faith and repentance (thouch they be but weake) 


| 'eY, 


may apply the promiſes ot mercy , the comfortable refreſhing 
Oyle of the Goſpel unto thy ſoule : Bur yer heerein alſo heede 


nd to what 
fpicityall 


thy body, that ſo he may apply ſomewhat unto thee for thy 
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ſpiritvall Farther we' doe M1 and put our traft-and cons 7 
ence infor this ſogreats huſmeſſe;, for we-mirſt;nos ſend © — } 

the Schifmarical! Anabaptiſt , Browniſt,, ec. who! preacherh 

and applierh all judgexzents, and little or no:mercy ; for, they 

he mity make the wound worſe then it is; but in. this caſe, 

ſenad' 't whe godly reformed Miniſter ,, not to ſome up-ſtart, | 

Tradesman, or boy Miniſter, of which at this day are.coo ma- 

ny; but' krj6w' this ,, thar our life is hid with Chrift in God, 

Col. 3. 3. For', as Trees in the cold and ftormy Winter , fo 

good ther and women'in tempeſts and anguiſhes of ſoule, ſeem 

to be- dead, not onely ro the world. , but evenito themſelves, + 

Whence note, thar Aﬀts 20,9.,10, Entzobwe there is an Emblem 

of 4 Chriſtiati i verpeation; for , he fell from an high loft, 

ard- was taken up dead, and fo was reputed of all tha were 

preſene 4 bue(fairh the Tem) the Apoſtle Saint Pao! laid him | 

felt upotrhinn,and imbraced him,and:-ſo found life in hin,and = 

fee him on His leps ; ſo-thongh a man fall high , from Heavet- 

ly grace, ever to the very pit of hell, if i. were poſſible, yet he 


ET be raiſed againe 7s OC PRTVE x bh 


applying the comforts of the Gobpcl., and: 1o rightly.ſhewing 
hit that his life is not altogether a", 4 and-piat out bis _ 
- da Chriſt, and that the'ſame is1obe found 4gaine'in 
Bur for thoſe that thinke-( if cheve be any fuck > thas any 
fan may as well abſ{blve or baprize; or ufe any ocher-Miniſke- 
tial FurAionor Ofice wn the Church (borſomeyif notitoo ma” 
Hy,could be contented thar there were noChurchics ms: well a8 
the Minifters of God-, whoeonely arc lawfully :calted therews- 
t,I-world have ſuch tokiow, thathe char fentforth tobap- 
me; Mark, 16, £6, heſenralſo torxemir. fiones, ſaying, as my 
Fatherſent rhe; ſo ſend I ms: John'20, 12. 1.3, As there» - 
Tore n0ne can of onghr to b piles; Ganges uſe-thedame w8- 
ECT 
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rhough others (1 conteſſe ) may comfort with good words ; 
yet none can abfolve from {inne,. buz 0nely.Chriſt, and thoſe tg 
whom Chrit hath commirteid the does Miniſtery and;words 
of reconciliation, 2, Cor. 5. 18.19, andotgheiriablolving Chriſt 
ſpeakes, in Luk. 10, 16, He that hearerh you heareth-me : In 
4 doubtiuil title, thou wilt aske. the, counlell and advice of 
ſomeskillull Lawyer; in pcrtull of tickneſſsgrhou, wilt,enquire 
of the learned Phititian.,. and4s there na danger in the dread, 
and fcare of damnation, tor. a {inncr: to. be'his owne Judge ? Ju 
dictous CalUz reacheth this potpnt of: Do@rine mol plaunely, 
Et ſi omnes mutuo nos deleamw conſulary, £6. Although ({aith he) 
we ought-to comfort' and confirme one.angther.in the, confi- 
dence of Gods mercy !z.. yet WE {ee that the Miniſters are ap- 
pointed, as Witneſſes and Suretics toaſcertaing,our conſciegces 
of the remiſſion of ſinnes : Infomuch, as they axe ſaid to.remit 
ſinnes, and to looſe-ſoules, 'c..: Beza bighly commendeththis 
practice. and Luther ſaith ,; that he b2d zathcrloſea thouſand 
worlds, then fuffer. private conteflions to be ,', &s, Andour 
Church hath ever moſt ſoundly admurted and maintained the 
truth of this Doctrine z and heerein I might bring in che viſita; 
tion of the fick' in our Liturgy:; but that-is-now abaliſhed,, and 
for. my 6wne part, i never was agg inlt cheaboliſhing of it; ot 
ty rhis I fay,-and lay of 1t.,.1t thote 1n Authority had puniſhed 
fome of thoſe that rent it our. of the Churches , before that, 
Authority had madethe ſame ot.no validity and uſe, thatghen 
tt ,would have made fome-( ad that a, great many !too.} have 
. leaned more freely to.them and rnezr Authority , who now(L 
- feare) ſtand bur as neurers;'andthe not punifning ,gf uch, hath 
| been. a.great. cauſe of rhe. augmentationand cnereating of this 
$1 lk Yo CIV1J1- 
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civilluncvilb and unnaturall VVatre: There was once much 
wondering when the Pape fell-hecere in this Kingdome, as now 
they wonder to-ſce the Prelates caſt downe, and ſo the world 
did'once: wonder to fee the Maſle caſt away and gifliked, and 
now- many: wonder to .thinke that the Lichurgy ſhould be ſo 
ſwept away. And for-my part, Ipray God grant that the peo- 
ple doe not at laſt take aſurfeir of that moſt Divine Ordinance - 
of preaching, for no violent thing laſts long.:. Well, but we att 
complaine of our preſent miſcry , by the unhappy and bloody 
diftra&ions: of !/the Kingdome , by this inbred and unnatural 
Watre : But»yet few conſider ſcriouſly or the caule',. whence 
they come ; | for information heercin, take and obſerve this, 
that ſinne is the onely cauſe of every atr1&tion,and of all puniſh- 
ments, whether to private men, or whole Kingdomes, Eſay.26. 
9, Weby our finnes have provoked God to anger , and God 
ſhewcs his anger by theſc judgements upon the whole Nation, 
Deurt. 6, 15, 'King and Subjects have {inned, and now Kingand 
Subjects are puniſhed, Deur. 28, 63, Nay, God cauſeth us'to 
puniſh one another ; and he doth it;either-to reforme us, or 
elſe to deſtroy us, Bnt (i dareſay) God is the efficient cauftof 
all : Yea, the cauſe of all cauſes, all othcr cauſes are but Gods 
inſtruments ; now the inftrumentall cauſe of theſe ourdiftra- 
&ions, are wicked.men, 2. Chron, 22,2. 3, God uleth'one ſin- 
ner to puniſh another,as 1/7aels ſinnes were puniſhed by wicked 

Shiſhake, and by idolatrous Aſher, Efay. 1-. 5. whom God cat 
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{tniments'to execure his will, and their owne Divelifh malice: 
as ye may lee Job 1, 15. Bur to pafitandigoe where wee were, 
for Abſolneion, wee finde that DoRtor Fund ad abfolved Doctor 
Anal arhis death, whonorbeing able xoſpeake, yertheki(- 
Jed the hands wherewich/he was abfolved. And fo King James, 
of bieſſed memory, as Thaye credibly heard , when hee: layon 

us death bed, ſent fora Reverend Biſhop to. come and give him. 
his Abſolution, Bue yet {ſay further, and that moſt juitlyand 
truly to, that our Church hath abolfghed, as it was very-ft- 
ting, the Tyranaons and Antichrifſtian abuſe of Popith Auriou- 
lar Confeſfion, which they very fondlythruft upon the-ſouls of 
Chriſtians, as an expiatory ſacrifice, and a meritorious ſatisfa- 
gion for-finne, racking their conſciences to-confefle-when'they . 
fccle orfelt no XftrcflZand ro.enumerate all tharrdinnes,which.. 


15 impolible ; that'ſo by this meanes cheymighr dive into-the 
fecrets.of men and'women, which eas proved /pernict- 
ons,bntalſqio publick 


Qus and hurttull, not only co. private'p 
States, | has = 
- Buttoleaue the Church of Rome to vheir fopperies, tet all. 
good Chriſtians be admoniſked tobeware ofcherowne nam 
rall corruptions, whichis a thing thar is by nature in the beſt; 
forall arc, .in this point, borne Papifts, 'and there is-no man 
hat hath not, as Luther layd, a Pope in his belly, 'a high can- 
c<it and opinion of his owne workes, (whereby we'thinke wee... 
tie God unto. us) and yet I dare fey, there:is in ns.noTeall ver- 
£1e, no true ſubſtance. For weecan of right chalenge nothing 
at Gods hands, be our workesnever ſo:g0ad or excellent : for . 
before thy convetlion what catifithou deſerve, whenevery of 
thy workes and actions, are but asſomany i{innes 2 for-to rhe. 
impure,all things are impure, Tit, 1,15. And without fayth it . 
| 35 tmpolibleto pleaſe God, Heb. 11.6, And alfo after conver- 
| Lion, all hy workes areraimed with fin, whereas & chey could 
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merit or deſerve, then they muſt be ablplutely gaod and righ= I 
roaus. Oh thencbalenge voching for chy works ſake, for thay 1 
mayſt know their imperfettions, .and in begging any _— —M 


from above, from whence commeth every £0O and fe mhay £2 A 


gi ja.1.7.1 ſay herein wſe no other plea,buc che freedar 
ods grace : Ler Papiſts lay -claym uato them, as they are ſer- 
vants, but let irs claym them as we are{onnes. For know, it is 
not Eſau riches, nor Feſabels birth, nor G.l:abs treugth, nor A4- 
chitopbels wit, nor 4/olons beauty, nor Sauls ftature, nor Dives 
fine Purple, nor the Fooles great Barnes, that can aſſure or 
certifie the {oule of the favour of God : for, I. dare ſay,all theſe 
a.man may have, and yet bee of old ordayned for condemnati- 
on. Butas wee were, Iſay, thou muſt confeſſe thy finnes an 

weakneſles,:( as che Reverend Divine Mr. Perkezs in his Ga 

of Conſcience, obſcryeth ) Thar ſo the Miniſter. of God may 
pronounce the ſentence of Abſolution (of thy free remiſſion 
and reconciliation with:God in Chriſt) unto thee : for, as is. 
ſewed a lirtle before, the Miniſter hath the Keyes commirted - 
unto him for thatend, Joh. 20,/22.23.2nd that hence thy hope 
and confidence in God may be confirmed, which che Miniſter 
may truly doc,if by thy coafcſſion, he finds gcc SE 
and fignes of fayth and-repentance ; and heere, in ths {mall 
Tra, I doubt nor, bur fully hope, rhax I have nor: ſpear m 

time 1n vaine, burthar fome, # norall, char hall ſeeand r cal 


meat Au 


ir, (hall fiade ſome comfort thereby unto their ſoules, (if chow : * 


be called, and brought 16 .repentaace and fayth in Chriſt) deſ- 
payre not. I willheereagaine put you in minde of one ground . 
of comfort mare, for, or.m teadof many, and it is this :. Thar — | 


a deſire rowrepent and beleeve,, in a couches heart and conſci- #*| 
ence, is faych and repentance4tiſelfe; for Gad accepterh rhe © | 


will for: the deed, as 1ſayd before , thoughir bee not {6 in na- - | 
ture, yet in Gods acceptation by uy tn Chriſt it isſo, And this . | 


s evident in the holy Scriptures ; firſt; becauſe if chere beerg 


©willing mind, it is accepred, not IE a man hath 
not, but according to'that he hath, 2.Cor. 8.'12. 'And doth not 
God only call all, char thirſt'and defire the waters of lite, yea, 
and offers thereof freely, Eſa, 55. 1.2. 1ſay; it they. doe bur:de- 
fire and thirſt for ir, hee then promiſerh to give ir them\freely; 
Reve), 21. 6, and 22. 17, And he will beas good as his word to 
us, becauſe his word arid promiſe is tous Yea , and Amen, 
2, Cor. 1,20, Seeing it is thus with the Lord, that.thou ſhalt 
be ſure to receive and taſte of thele waters of comfort, if.thou 
wilt pray for it, and expe& with patience, afd-rarry the Lords 
leaſure for it, then thou art and ſhalt be bleſſed in the defire of 
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| being but one word, viz, Rom, 8, 18, the word Afi:Siont"ziþ 


alſo to my Expoſition. on the Lords Prayer, Thus ( ole f . 
ſoule) thou haſt for thy comfort, 4 Hand-kercheffe, ro wiph 
away all dolour and griefe, or. what "_ trouble thy ſoule or? 


conſcience for the miſeries or calamities of the Times, and a WM 


Dircftory to all happineſſe, To which God in his good-time- 
bring thee. eAmen, ; | : © 


- 


